
Child protection practitioners guide for presenting information to FLDM/AFLDM meeting
Why use this guide?

This guide is to assist child protection practitioners when preparing information to be shared at a family-led decision making or Aboriginal family-led decision making meeting. 
What information will you need to provide?

The information you provide at the meeting should reflect that provided to the family members in the preparation phase to reduce the likelihood of ‘surprises’ on the day of the meeting. You may wish to read from a brief written summary.  The manner in which the information is shared by you will be discussed with the convenor prior to the meeting.
The purpose of the information is to inform participants about the Child Protection concerns and worries for the child.  It is not appropriate to provide a plan of how the concerns should or could be addressed - it is the role of the meeting to develop a suitable plan.
As a guide, think about providing:

· the concerns reported to Child Protection

· the outcome of the investigation, including your analysis of the information gathered during the investigation that resulted in deciding to substantiate the report. Include the family’s strengths as well as the safety and developmental concerns.

· any court orders/conditions in place for the child, including protection orders, Family Court orders, family violence intervention orders etc.

· any legal or practice time frames relevant to the child’s situation
· any information you believe is required for the family to develop a plan that will provide for the safety, development and wellbeing of the child or young person (remember to avoid suggesting solutions).
Presenting your information
The Child and Family Snapshot tool is a helpful guide in gathering and presenting information relating to concerns/worries, family strengths, constraints and future picture. You may have already used this tool with the family.
You can download the tool from http://www.dhs.vic.gov.au/for-service-providers/children,-youth-and-families/child-protection/specialist-practice-resources-for-child-protection-workers
Questions?
If you have any issues or questions relating to the FLDM meeting process contact your AFLDM or FLDM convenor. You may also like to read the FLDM program guidelines, which includes practice guidance on all aspects of the program. You can find the guidelines on the Child Protection Manual in Advice/Case planning. 
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