
De-identification of a child as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander by Child Protection
during investigation, protective intervention, protection order or closure phase

Note: Where the term Aboriginal is used it refers to Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander children.

This process is to be followed if the case is in investigation, protective intervention, protection order or closure phase, and consideration is being given to changing a child’s 
status from Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander to neither Aboriginal nor Torres Strait Islander. 
Refer to ‘De-identification of a child as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander by Child Protection’ procedure and advice.

Child’s status has been recorded as Aboriginal (in intake or since) but new information suggests child may not be Aboriginal 

Child protection practitioner task Team manager task Area Director task Director, OPP task

Seek 
child’s 
and 
parents’ 
views

Consult 
ACSASS 
- ACSASS 
to consult 
with local 
communities/
ACCOs if 
required

Discuss 
information 
obtained 
with team 
manager 
(case 
planner)

Speak to 
child and 
parents 
about 
seeking 
approval to 
de-identify 
the child

Retain Aboriginal status
Record rationale

If de-identification is 
supported, request 
email confirmation 
from ACSASS and 
attach to case note

Inform child, parents & 
advise of right to request 
internal review
Inform ACSASS

Prepare 
memo for 
Director, 
OPP.
Progress 
through your 
line 
management 
to your area 
director

Endorse 
memo 
Forward to 
Director, 
OPP

Retain Aboriginal status
Record rationale

Consult with 
Commissioner 
for Aboriginal 
Children and 
Young People

Sufficient information to 
confirm Aboriginality or 
insufficient information to 
support de-identification

Retain Aboriginal status
Record rationale

Change status 
to neither 
Aboriginal nor 
Torres Strait 
Islander
Record rationale

Decision by Director, 
OPP is reviewable by 
Dep Sec

De-identification
supported by 
available 
information


