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	Information for young people


Someone has made a report to the Department of Health and Human Services with concerns for your safety and wellbeing. The law says that a child protection practitioner (the worker) must investigate this report. The worker’s job is to make sure that children are safe and cared for by their family. 

If the worker is unable to find out if you are safe, they can apply to the Children’s Court for a temporary assessment order to allow them to find out what is happening with you.

What is a temporary assessment order?
The Children’s Court can make a temporary assessment order when it thinks that workers cannot properly carry out an investigation or assessment without a court order. The order means that you and your parents must cooperate with the investigation and any conditions attached to the order.

What happens now?
You and your parents have been given a copy of the application for a temporary assessment order, which tells you where the court is and how to get there.

You should try to arrive at the court as soon as possible after you are given a copy of the application so that you have enough time to talk to a legal representative (your lawyer) who will speak to you and make sure the magistrate knows what you want to happen.

If you need an interpreter to help you to understand what is happening, tell the worker or your lawyer and the worker will arrange this for you.

What happens at court?
The magistrate will want to hear about you and your family situation and why the worker has applied for the temporary assessment order. The magistrate will also want to hear what actions the worker needs to take to investigate the reported concerns.

Your lawyer will tell the magistrate what you want to happen and the magistrate will then decide whether or not to make the temporary assessment order.
If a temporary assessment order is made, the magistrate will explain why. The magistrate will also explain what conditions they have made as part of the order and what you and your parents must do.

Your rights
If a magistrate makes a temporary assessment order you can refuse to answer any question asked by the worker if:
· the answer may prove you are guilty of a crime

or

· the answer may involve providing information that was discussed between you and your lawyer, either verbally (spoken) or in writing for the purpose of you seeking legal advice from your lawyer or your lawyer providing you with advice. 

If you are unsure about whether you should provide information to the worker, you should contact your lawyer for advice.
Can I appeal against a temporary assessment order being made?
If a temporary assessment order has been made without notice to you or your parents, you or your parents may at any time apply to the court to vary (change) or revoke (cancel) the order. Your lawyer will help you do this.
If you have been given notice (that an application has made to the court), you should talk to a lawyer who can tell the magistrate why you do not agree with a temporary assessment order being made.

Contact information
If you wish to speak to someone you should call the 
Child protection practitioner:
The Child protection practitioner is:
Their Department of Health and Human Services office is:
Their contact number is:
The court hearing will be held on MACROBUTTON None Hearing Date at MACROBUTTON None Name Of Court at MACROBUTTON None Time Of Hearing.
You are entitled to be legally represented at the hearing.

Where can I get legal advice?
Enquiries about legal assistance can be made to:
· a local lawyer (listed under ‘Solicitors’ in the Yellow Pages)

· Victoria Legal Aid, Melbourne, telephone 1300 792 387

· The Law Institute of Victoria, telephone (03) 9607 9311

· The Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service Co-op Ltd, telephone 1800 064 865

· Djirra (formerly known as the Aboriginal Family Violence Prevention & Legal Service Victoria), telephone 1800 105 303
· a local community legal service. 
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