
Is the child living at home?

FAMILY 

PRESERVATION

FAMILY 

REUNIFICATION
ADOPTION

LONG-TERM OUT- 

OF-HOME CARE

PERMANENT 

CARE

Has time in OOHC reached 

12 months?

Has time in OOHC 

reached 24 months?

Is reunification possible by 

12 months in OOHC and in 

best interests?

Is there compelling 

evidence (e.g. progress) 

reunification will occur within 

the next 12 months?* 

Do exceptional 

circumstances justify 

continuing reunification 

efforts?*

Do the parents consent to 

adoption?

Is a permanent care 

order achievable?
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Choosing the case plan permanency objective

Remember: time in OOHC in 

this context means time in care 

under a court order, and is 

cumulative when part of a 

continuous sequence of orders.

*For example: a parent is due for release from prison and no protective concerns exist; parent is recovering recovery from a lengthy illness, 

suggesting reunification is achievable within a timeframe consistent with the child’s best interests.

The chosen permanency objective determines the recommended disposition to the Children's Court. If the Court makes 

a different order, the permanency objective must be changed to be consistent with the order. If circumstances change, 

an application should be made to the Court recommending a disposition consistent with the new permanency objective.
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