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This guidance supports carers to understand important information about COVID-19 vaccination eligibility and consent for children or young people in their care (out-of-home care). This includes kinship carers, foster carers, prospective permanent carers and residential care workers. 
This guidance may also be useful for professionals working with children and young people in care, their families and carers.
COVID-19 vaccines are now available for all people aged 12 years and over in Victoria.  Vaccination is safe, effective and free. Vaccination is the most effective step we can take to help keep our children and young people and their carers safe and better protected from contracting or spreading COVID-19 infection that can lead to serious illness or hospitalisation. 
At the same time, staying the course and following all the health directions is critical to keeping everyone in the community safe.  
Are children and young people eligible for the vaccine?
	Children or young people aged between 12 and 17 years 
	Yes. All children and young people aged between 12 years and 17 years of age are now eligible to receive safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines and will be offered either Pfizer or Moderna. This includes children and young people being looked after in care. 

	Children aged under 12 years
	No. However, vaccine eligibility may change over time, and advice will be updated accordingly. 


Consent and authorisation for COVID 19 vaccination.
Under the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005, authorised carers or delegates can provide consent for children and young people in care to receive routine medical care, including immunisations. This includes providing consent to COVID-19 vaccination at planned appointments on the basis of expert medical advice by a registered medical practitioner or senior immuniser (that is, an approved vaccination provider). Importantly, decisions are made in the best interests of children with respect to their health, safety and wellbeing needs.
Consultation with a general practitioner or medical specialist is recommended for children and young people with disability or underlying health condition before booking COVID-19 vaccination appointments.  
Who can provide consent?
	Question
	Answer

	When can a young person provide consent?
	Sometimes. If a young person aged 12 to 17 years is deemed to be a mature minor by a senior and experienced immuniser. This means the health professional assesses that the young person understands the information relevant to the decision to be vaccinated and the effect of that decision.
However, it is recommended the young person attends a vaccination centre, in COVID safe ways, accompanied by one carer. 

	Who provides consent for young people living in lead tenant care arrangements?
	As described above, if a young person is deemed to be a mature minor by a senior and experienced immuniser they can provide consent to COVID-19 vaccination. 
Alternatively, if a young person cannot provide their own consent, Child Protection (as the case planner) can provide consent for them.

	When can an accredited foster carer provide consent?
	If the carer has been issued with standard authorisation by the CEO (or equivalent) of their care services provider which includes routine medical care in relation to children or young people they care for, they can provide consent for vaccination.  

	When can a kinship carer provide consent?
	If the carer has been issued with child specific carer authorisation by Child Protection (as the case planner) that includes routine medical care decisions for a particular child or young person, they can provide consent for vaccination.

	When can a prospective permanent carer provide consent?
	If the carer has been issued with standard authorisation by the CEO (or equivalent) of their care services provider which includes routine medical care. Or, alternatively if the carer has been issued with child specific carer authorisation by Child Protection (as the case planner) that includes routine medical care decisions for a particular child or young person, they can provide consent for vaccination.

	When can a residential carer provide consent?
	If the carer has been issued with child specific carer authorisation by Child Protection (as the case planner) that includes routine medical care decisions for a particular child or young person, they can provide consent for vaccination. Typically, authorisation is made to the house or unit supervisor (that is, the most senior residential care staff member).

	When is a carer unable to provide consent?
	If a carer has not received a standard authorisation or child specific authorisation to make decisions about routine medical care for the child or young person in their care, they cannot provide consent.

	How can carers without authorisation gain consent for children and young people?
	Foster carers and prospective permanent carers should contact their agency case worker to arrange standard authorisation for children in their care.
Kinship carers should contact Child Protection (as the case planner) to arrange for child specific authorisation, inclusive of decisions for routine medical care.
Care services providers should contact Child Protection to obtain child specific carer authorisation, inclusive of decision for routine medical care in relation to young people being cared for in residential care.
Otherwise, the delegated officer within their agency or Child Protection may provide consent.

	What if a carer who has authorisation does not provide consent?
	If a carer does not wish to provide consent for a child or young person in their care to receive COVID-19 vaccination, they should notify their relevant care services worker or Child Protection Practitioner as soon as possible so alternative arrangements can be made to provide consent.

	How will parents be involved?
	It is good practice to discuss medical interventions and share information with parents in relation to their child’s care and wellbeing as appropriate to the circumstances. This occurs on a case basis by the child’s Child Protection or agency case worker. 


How to arrange COVID-19 vaccination appointments
Carers are encouraged to arrange appointments for eligible children and young people to receive their vaccination as soon as practical in ways that are consistent with the young person’s age and stage of development. 
How to arrange appointments for vaccination
Carers can book at a participating doctors’ clinic including General Practice, GP Respiratory Clinic, community pharmacy, ACCHO or community health services through the Australian Government Eligibility Checker.
People who are vulnerable and at high risk from COVID-19, including residents of high risk accommodation, can access priority vaccine appointments for Pfizer at vaccination centres. Children and young people in care are prioritised.    
To book a reserved appointment at a state vaccination clinic, call 1800 675 398 (option 0). 
Moderna is only available via pharmacies. Appointments for Moderna can be booked via your pharmacy.
Anyone who presents for vaccination must provide informed consent. Consent can be provided verbally and via written consent.
Wherever possible, in COVID-19 safe ways, it is recommended that one carer attend the appointment with the child or young person.
Read more about who can get vaccinated and how to book your vaccine appointment.
Providing proof of vaccination
To promote the health and safety needs of all children and young people in care, it is important for carers to notify the relevant Child Protection Practitioner or agency case worker once vaccination has occurred. By maintaining up to date health records, including for COVID-19 tests and vaccination, children and young people may experience improved access to the services, supports and opportunities that they need to thrive.
More information about COVID-19 and vaccines
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/ 
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https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-statement-on-the-use-of-covid-19-vaccines-in-all-young-adolescents-in-australia 
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-people-disability
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-communities-and-covid-19-vaccines
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