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Immunisation
Immunisation is an essential part of health care. It is considered routine medical care. It protects people who have been vaccinated and protects those in our community who may be unable to receive vaccines, by reducing the prevalence and spread of disease.
Vaccines stimulate the body’s defence mechanism against infection. This process is known as immunisation, which is the term often used when describing the process of a child receiving a vaccine, to reduce their risk of acquiring a communicable disease. The scientific evidence is clear that immunisations are safe and save lives.
The benefits of immunisation
· Vaccinations are one of the most effective mechanisms of protecting children from preventable diseases.
· Vaccinations are highly effective at reducing the incidence of infectious diseases and associated health complications.
· Vaccinations provide lifesaving protection against diseases such as measles and tetanus.
· Vaccinations can enable children to enrol and access childcare and education.
· Vaccinations are free, as part of routine medical care from birth until 70 years of age and beyond, from the National Immunisation Program.
· Vaccines have made some diseases in Australia extremely rare.
· Immunisation programs around the work are estimated to have prevented approximately 2.5 million deaths each year.
· Immunisations provide both short and long term health benefits.
Immunisation for children at home
As the parent of a child living at home, you are responsible for ensuring your child is immunised. However, your child’s child protection worker can help support you to organise this if required.
Immunisation for children in care
All children living in care settings should have a health check with a General Practitioner (GP) within one month of entering care, and every year thereafter. At this GP appointment, a child’s immunisation history will be determined from GP records and the Australian Immunisation Register (AIR).
The carer looking after your child may be authorised to consent to your child being immunised. Child protection will advise you about this.
If a medical practitioner believes your child is mature enough to provide consent, they can proceed without parental or departmental agreement. This is known as the mature minor[footnoteRef:1] principle.  [1:  young people can be deemed to be able to provide consent for their own treatment if they meet the ‘mature minor’ or ‘Gillick principle’.] 

Immunisation requirements for benefits and payments
To receive Family Tax and Child Care Benefits all children and young adults (up to the age of 20 years) need to be up to date with their immunisations under the National Immunisation Program or have a medical exemption. 
These vaccinations must be recorded on the AIR. The GP or immunisation nurse giving the vaccine does this. If vaccinations are overdue, Centrelink payments may stop until the child’s vaccinations are up to date.
When is vaccination required and where can I get the child in my care vaccinated?
Immunisations routinely occur at 2,4,6,12 and 18 months of age, 4 years of age and in Year 7 and 10 of secondary school. If any of these schedule points are missed, children require an age appropriate catch-up of overdue vaccines. 
Adolescents in Year 7 and in Year 10 are offered their scheduled vaccines in a school-based vaccination program run by the local council’s immunisation service.
Adolescents who are not in school or students who do not want their vaccine given at school, can be vaccinated at the GP or at the local council immunisation service.
A GP or local council immunisation service can provide these vaccines for free and determines a vaccination catch-up plan for children under 20 years of age which may take several visits to complete.
How do I know if my child is up to date with their immunisations?
No matter what the age of the child or young person in your care, it is important to know if their immunisations are up to date.  
If you do not have this information or cannot remember, please speak to your GP or local council immunisation service.
Education
Childcare or kindergarten: In Victoria, to enrol a child in childcare or kindergarten, you must provide a document that shows the child:
is fully vaccinated for their age, or
is on a recognised catch-up schedule, if the child has fallen behind with their vaccinations, or
has a medical reason not to be vaccinated.
The document to provide is an Immunisation History Statement from the AIR. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Primary school: By law, in Victoria, you must provide a School Entry Immunisation Status Certificate to enrol a child in primary school. An Immunisation History Statement from the AIR can be used to enrol a child at school.  The child does not need to be fully immunised to enrol in primary school. The statement shows which immunisations a child has received prior to starting school. 
The school keeps a copy of the statement and in the event of a disease outbreak, unimmunised children or children who have not presented a statement can be quickly identified and excluded from attending school until the risk of infection has passed.
Secondary school: In Victoria, to enrol a child in secondary school you do not need any special immunisation documentation. In Year 7 (or at age 12 to 13 years) and Year 10 (or aged 15 to 16 years), vaccinations are offered free to students. If a child is not attending secondary school, they can receive the vaccines from a GP or local council immunisation service. 
If the child in your care is enrolled in Year 7 or Year 10 of secondary school, look out for the vaccine consent booklet coming home.
Regardless of the age of your child, it is important to determine if they are overdue for any vaccines.  Catch-up vaccines can be provided for free to all children and adolescents in Victoria under 20 years of age.
For further information about vaccinations
If you have any questions or concerns about immunisation, speak to your GP.
Speak to the child protection worker or case manager for your child.
Speak to a local council immunisation service
Visit the Better Health Channel at www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au 
To receive this publication in an accessible format, phone 1300 761 874, using the National Relay Service (phone 133 677) if required.
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