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Immunisation
Immunisation is very important. It is part of normal medical care. It protects people who have been vaccinated and protects people. 
Vaccines help the body fight infections. This process is known as immunisation, which is when a child is giving a needle with medicine.
The benefits of immunisation
· Vaccinations are one of the most effective ways of protecting children from preventable diseases.
· Vaccinations are highly effective at reducing the incidence of infectious diseases and associated health complications.
· Vaccinations provide lifesaving protection against diseases such as measles and tetanus.
· Vaccinations can enable children to enrol and access childcare and education.
· Vaccinations are free, as part of routine medical care from birth until 70 years of age and beyond, from the National Immunisation Program.
· Vaccines have made some diseases in Australia extremely rare.
· Immunisation programs around the world are estimated to have prevented approximately 2.5 million deaths each year.
· Immunisations provide both short and long-term health benefits.
Immunisation for children at home
If you live at home, your parents are responsible for ensuring you are immunised. However, your child protection worker can help support them to organise this.
Immunisation for children in care
If you live in care, you should visit a General Practitioner (GP) for a health check-up within one month and then once each year. 
The carer looking after you may be authorised to consent to you being immunised. 
If you are old enough and the GP believes you understand the situation, you can provide your consent to be immunised. This is known as the mature minor principle.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  young people can be deemed to be able to provide consent for their own treatment if they meet the ‘mature minor’ or ‘Gillick principle’.] 

When is vaccination required and where can I get vaccinated?
Immunisations routinely occur at 2,4,6,12 and 18 months of age, 4 years of age and in Year 7 and 10 of secondary school. If any of these schedule points are missed, you require an age appropriate catch-up of overdue vaccines. 
Adolescents in Year 7 and in Year 10 are offered their scheduled vaccines in a school-based vaccination program run by the local council’s immunisation service.
Adolescents who are not in school or students who do not want their vaccine given at school, cam be vaccinated at the GP or at the local council immunisation service.
A GP or local council immunisation service can provide these vaccines for free and determines a vaccination catch-up plan for children under 20 years of age which may take several visits to complete.
For further information about vaccinations
If you have any questions or concerns about immunisation, speak to your GP.
Speak to the child protection worker or case manager.
Speak to a local council immunisation service
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