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What is forced marriage?
[bookmark: _Toc440566509]‘Forced marriage’ is when a person is made to get married without wanting to. It may involve being coerced, threatened or deceived.
In Australia, forcing someone to get married is never okay.
It is very important a person marries when they want to marry and marry the person of their choice.
What does coerced, threatened and deceived mean? 
Coerced: pressure has been put on a person to get married. Some types of coercion are easy to identify, such as the use of physical or sexual violence, or not letting someone leave a place until they agree to the marriage. Other types of coercion are less obvious, involving psychological and emotional pressure. For example, threatening to take away important documents, like a passport, or making the person feel that they will bring shame on their family if they do not agree to the marriage.
Threatened: using blackmail or frightening someone by telling them something terrible will happen to them or their family, or that physical or sexual violence will be used against them or someone else if they do not agree to the marriage.
Deceived: saying or doing things that are untrue to trick a person into getting married. This might include lying to someone about the reason for an overseas trip or telling them a ceremony is only an engagement when it is really a wedding.
Marriage in Australia
Everyone in Australia is free to choose if, who and when they marry.
Nobody is allowed to force you to get married. It does not matter:
· what age you are
· what country or family background you are from
· whether you are male or female/what gender you identify as
· what your culture or religion is
Marriage in Australia is for people over the age of 18 who fully agree to the marriage.
If you are under the age of 18, you cannot get married except in very special circumstances. If a person is 16 or 17 and wants to get married (and their parents also agree), a court can approve the marriage. A court cannot approve a marriage if both people are under 18.
If you are under 16 years, you cannot get married at all even if you want to or have your parents’ permission.
Is forced marriage illegal?
[bookmark: _Hlk2843397]Yes. In Australia, forcing someone to get married is illegal.
There are laws that make it illegal for anyone to force you to get married, and for anyone to marry you if you are being forced to get married.
The laws cover all forms of marriage, including cultural and religious ceremonies, registered relationships, and marriages that take place in Australia including where a person was brought to Australia to get married or overseas.
Anyone involved in a forced marriage can be charged with a crime. This includes family members, friends, wedding planners, priests and marriage celebrants.
Culture, religion and tradition are not excuses.
[bookmark: _Hlk2844872]What may happen?
If a child protection worker from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) has concerns that you are in a forced marriage, or that you are going to be forced to marry, and they believe that you are not safe, the worker can make an application to the court to protect you and stop the wedding from occurring. If this happens, the worker will give you extra information.
Victoria Police or the Australian Federal Police will investigate to decide if a crime has been committed by those forcing you to marry.
If you need help
If you are in a forced marriage or are worried you are going to be forced to marry, you are not alone. Help is available.
You may be experiencing all sorts of emotions. You may be afraid. You may be worried about what will happen. You may be confused about your feelings and duties. You may not know what to do next.
You can talk to a friend or someone you trust such as a teacher, even if people are telling you not to.
You can also contact one of the organisations listed below to talk about your options, and to get some advice and support.
Make sure that you are in a safe place and using a safe telephone or computer. Consider borrowing a mobile phone from a friend or someone else you trust or using a computer at school or a public library.
How to get help
· If you feel that you are in danger, there is an emergency, or you are hurt, call the Police immediately on Triple Zero (000)
You can do this from any phone, even if it has a password – press ‘Emergency’ on the passcode screen)
· If you are in, or at risk of, a forced marriage, call the Australian Federal Police on 131 AFP (131 237). You do not have to give your name.
· You can seek help and free legal advice by contacting the national forced marriage helpline, My Blue Sky:
Call: (02) 9514 8115
SMS: 0481 070 844
Email: help@mybluesky.org.au
· You can contact a child protection worker from DHHS – their details are at the bottom of page (under the heading DHHS contact information)
Other resources
If you need talk to someone
If you need to talk to someone, you can call these free confidential 24/7 counselling services:
The National Sexual Assault, Domestic and Family Violence Counselling Service: 1800 RESPECT (1800 737 732)
Lifeline: 13 11 14 (crisis support, suicide prevention)
Beyond Blue: 1300 224 636 (depression, anxiety)
If you want more information about forced marriage
Here are some websites where you can find information on forced marriage: 
[bookmark: _Hlk2844952]Anti-Slavery Australia: www.antislavery.org.au
Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans: www.acrath.org.au
Australian Muslim Women’s Centre for Human Rights: www.ausmuslimwomenscentre.org.au
Department of Home Affairs: www.homeaffairs.gov.au
Good Shepherd: www.goodshep.org.au
My Blue Sky: www.mybluesky.org.au
Red Cross: www.redcross.org.au
Karma Nirvana (UK): www.karmanirvana.org.uk
[bookmark: _Hlk2844889]DHHS contact information
The child protection worker’s name is: 

Their Department of Health and Human Services’ office is: 

Their contact number is: 
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